2 * : 1 * / — * ; ai . - 8 ; "+ 1 . 8 * p . 3 x p OY * 


$42 
LY 


CCC 1 


. , , 4 7 8 8 : : F IBS : $A x3 4bV 
IS ore tae es peer 24 n * Y * 9932 7 J : ” . . 5 25 S * 225 
J : TE * 
0 e 


: 
5 
1 

- 


x 


. 


IAPHA 


SE 


* 
SA 
* 
* 


4» 
, 4 N 
15 1 * 5 
EDITION, 
4 : . N 
& £ 
W 2: 


\ 5 . IL ? 
un OQ 1 I | 3 
4 Tz Z * s 02 = - U : ; * — gt : LS * $7 : S 
| EY 8 A [uw] o&© S > 3H 'Y 
8 2 2 ©: ©* SD 1 VVV 
o 5 ' 1 ny . i , 2 1 y : 
_— ol * 2 43 8 5 = | o 2 | © < f . S 
: = - 8 [£5 - 4 : f ; « * 85 3 9 : PR 9 We 
al- 2 6 2 12 " La E = * * N ; | Ta - . 5 . : 9 RN 0 
4 © i C | 
8 x ; 2h ” — + 6 \ 
2 * ; . 2 1 N 5 A 


* 
x 
4 


og * 3 * 1 
* * * 3 4 4 * 2 5 1 1 % . 

; . . 2 1 3 8 : 

. 1 . | | Sh 
. ; ' * * *... "ky K _ 1 7 - % 
# 2 — : : = | Is , : 1 
” 7 4 2 * * n * 1 * y a 
CO . ; 


7 

* 
- 
I 


* 
„ 


* 
* „1 
* A „„ * 
41 Z . 


* 8 *% % 


« 


— © 
ro ä R * 


\ 


1 | 
3 0 


s Ti R. 1 G u E. Sea 


12 ON THE | Fay 
bauten Condition of bs Jaws, 4. 0 
e e e 
F Kings xk it. chap. I. 2. 3. & _ f 


Ab 
and Iſrael. And it came to paſs, in the third year, tht | 
4 Jeboſhaphat, the king of Judah, came down to the king of + | 
% [racl., d parry, . 0crrypanigar pre 
e Know ye that Ramoth in Gilead is _—  — 7 
s and take it not out of the hand of the king of Syria?F | © 
And he ſaid onto Jchoſhaghat, WILT THOU GO WITH 
« ME TO BATTLE TO RAMOTH GILEAD? AND IH. 2 
„ SHA HAT SAID TO THE KING OF ISRARL, 1AMAS 
——ͤ̃ ̃ ͤ ———A— 

2 * ASTHY an 4 . 


= 


by AE Scripture,” aid paul to Timothy, 
« is given by inſpiration of God, 

andi is profitable for doctrine, for reproof. 
«for cõrrection, and for inſtruction in 
Is righteouſneſs.” ” The paflage now 7 59d, 
ſerves to reprove and to cortect. 


"Ir is 4 remarkable fa But not MY 
credit of human nature, that, in almoſt e- 
very age and country, Man hath been. the 
ſlave of the King of of the Pr 


+ Power molt be . wha think ad. 


judge for r u vin Deuce a power | *. 
1 <> 45 * * a * 
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ern governments f, the ſubjes, from time 


immemorial, have been, and atthis day are, 
26abſotately the: property and at che diſ- 


— of the r as 5 herds and W 


_ 
g - * 
4 1 2 * 2 P « . £ 
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A tax 1 9 ſubject to be veſted 
in ſome, property, but an eaſtern Monarch 


is under no neceſſity of levying taxes, be- 


cauſe not the ſoil only, but every thing up- 


on and under! it, is, by indefeaſible right, 
his own. © When he ſells a territory, he ſells 

the men who inhabit. it. When he takes 
it into his head to make war, he needs on- 


ly to ſpeak and it is done: from the heart 
of his ſeraglio he commands a dignified 
| Nlave to carry out an hundred 4 Gi 
other ſlaves to the field of Havghter, : 


| 18 trace the varkedy: of cauſes which — | 
contributed to produce this. wretched degra- 
dation of our ſpecies in eaſtern governments, 


neither falls within 1 my deſign, nor is it ne- 


ceſſarily connected with the ſubject. It is 
however to my purpoſe to obſerve, that 


the Jews had, for a long time, been an ex- 


1 ception From the general miſery. of eaſtern 
nations. This ſingular. people, by: their 
religious and ee — were e put 75 


1 Pe 


1 Siam, Perm a ol. 


"TI — 
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| theſult of ankita.” e Coupe. 
culiar people, and continued, i in ſome mea- 
fare, to deſerve that honourable appella- 


tion till the change of their 8⁰ ernment 
rs Joy. Fs 
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1 hat this 8 cople OYSTER ja Tiras 5 
is evident, boch from the Abrahamie cove- 
nant, and from the various extraordinary | 


| nterpoſitions of Divine Providence in their 


: This covenant was afterwards ' 
newed with great pomp at Sinai. Upon thar 
memorable occaſion (as we read in Deut. 
xxyi. chap. 15 verſe, &.) the whok'con- 
. gregation-of IſFae] aſſembled: ThepWple, 
on the one- part, ſolemnly . zyouch the Lord 
* tobe their God, that they will walk in 
„ his ways, and keep his ſtatutes, ande 


7 % commandments, and his judgments, and 
4 hearken to the voice of his mouth. God 


on the other part, avouches chem wa 
66 „ N [ang pot 5 N 23 oi Ri by 


N xXXviii. ds. of Dew.” 3. RY 15 
the rer of this covenant are very 


7 


© op 


mA * 
ne e 10, 50 beſtowed na 22 . 
| unned,, bs „ they ſhould} tearke 


Ker forfook. vr; covenant. of their 7 + | 
hoy Were. ond incur "Thy forfelturk: of 20 its | 


8 their. eſtabliſhment 3 in as rbk 8 
_ ed land, they came under tlie government | 
of extraordinary perſons called Judges, 
whom God ralled up from time to time. 
This period continued about two hundred 
and ſixty years: that is, from Othniel the 
fifſt, to Samuel the ial, of the Aae. It : 
FR of chat irrell gion and profligacy of 
manners which began to prevail among 
them ſoon after their ſettlement in Canaan. 
The fact, however, is. unqueſtionable, that i 
during this. period of their government, 
they grew more and more corrupt. We 
read that every now and then they did 
evil in the fight of the Lord; and that 
the Lord for their correction and reforma- 
; mrs as often fold them! into the er f 


their enemies. 


* 


At the cleth of Jamia i 4 
the 3 Theoera en” 3 ſo called, ene to $ 1 , | 


. 1 py 
* 


Dh lads i fufficient evid . 
iir Barn. viii. chap. ach verſe, &c Ne. © Then 
& the Elders of Ifrael gathered abe . 
1 together, and came to Samuel, aß 
ing, « that he would make them a King t 
(7 dge them like all the nations. off 
« thing diſpleaſed Samuel,“ By pray- 0 
er he conſults God atter. 
receives this anſwer: /* + „Hearlen ante dhe 5 
voice of this: people inal that they yu - 
66 ſay unto thee, for they havenotx JE | 
er thee, but they have rejected me. 
6c „ not E ee 1 A 


to chem ihe > denote character and cd. 
of the princes by whom they ſhiould be go. 
verned. The remonſtrances of the prophet, 
inſtead of conquering” their obſtinacy and 
reducing them to feaſon, ſerved. only to 
heighten their clamours, and to give a n i 
er edge to their impatience." 4: Nay,” * 
claimed they, but we will have a king o- - 
« yer us, that we alſo belike all che nations, 
25 7 that o our . my 15 us, 00 


, 
——-» 
* 


| rity. 


| dah and Iſrael. He was a wiſe and peace- : 
ful prince. But although he did not enter 
into unneceſſary aud deſructive war „ 


Cad, 


In t the PAY chap.. of Hoſea, Gad,.re; 
ferring to the conduct of the Jews on. 9 


occaſion, ſays, bed I gave them a king in 


« mine anger.” Saul was this king. "he 


TY 


people. clothed him with unlimited autho- 5 


oy He poſſeſſed the excluſiye privileges 
of making Var, and peace;. and alliances; 


= of appointing commanders in the army, of: 


ficers of ſtate, and judges 1 in the. adminiſ- 
tration 'of juſtice. In a word, all the powers. 


and executive, ene | 


„ 


77 government, the legiſlative, the J indicted. T -- 
aye = bee pn ALS 


one man. Cad TOC: Pate? = ier 
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| David, of | the tribe. of gg . F 


ed Saul In the government. He ere a pious,, 


brave, and humane prince. But the almoſt 


perpeival wars in which he was engaged, 


. ome of them juſt and 


could not fail 10 .impoveriſh, bis lubjetts,.. | 


Like. other. warlike princes, he kept a nur, 


merous ſtanding army in time of peace. 


This expedient. he might perhaps have 


5 judged neceſſary, to overawe thoſe petty 
princes whom. he had es to N . 


annual tribute, wie 4 


well K 5 
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Solomon ſucceeded to — throne of 
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"magnificence and ſhow | 
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4 cham Reon the Docter tribute paid him by 


— of diftineton Þ 2 


8 wildem, might ech an artificial glory round 
him ; the ſoid glory of however 


opening 
ertioas ofindaſtry. 


18 . This inbeidems — 2 


(60) 


En aden ess, 
Poſſeſſed of a-found nd vigorous conflitu= - 
tion, whio is over-run with — fron hes 
ſole of the foot bad the nape of the n. 1 
e nn mne n M 249 11:55 


— Solomon bychis In« 


Sid. Wer eee — . 


* x 


confiſts in making a whois people happy, by» 
the ſources er gend ere. n urg ns 
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"The fa «nt | . 
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which followed immediately upon t — 
of — eue to the een e * 


N e 5h 2 N * 
* 331 A up * 


8 2 - 
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ber 
1 em the al. 
1 laſt offorth to regauytherr, liberty. 
It was too: lata. The ſtruggle ſerved, only, 
the more firmly to rivet cheir chains 3 and, 
they found that it was much eaſier ta loſe, 
__ r err f 


#34 
1 bs 


a As ap ali en. Wy "yoke, 1 wil add t : 
he Jy yoke; my father 
cya —_— ys ; "will ws Riſe you 


| ' 25 342 3 4 Long * 4 * ? S X; Nu . wht 7 3 
i 4 | Suffice i it to — that the politieal CO! 


fon. of 8 ten * und 
. 18 bes 9 8 oe 2 34.464 ieet "+. 
1 e — fon — Aſa ſped in 
che government of Judah. He was a wiſe 
and pious Prince; hut his reply to Ahab 
in my text is one proof among a thouſand 
| beſides, that it is a dangerous thing . : 
the beſt of men. wiehdaqummony wer. 


-— 0 * hendus: oh e eee malt, 
however, obſerve, that he beſought the Ki 
of Ifrael to conſult the prophets before they 
ſet out in the expedition againſt the.Syrians. - 
Ahab complied, and ſummoned a general 
convention of his prophets. They aſſem- 
ble to the number, ofi about four hundred. 
Ahab puts the 5 Lure ur: 5 Shall 


A the 8 . the ten be 18 not 7 comncted with” the 
ase. r n r 4 
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CR mA 7˙ é thee :2¼ — 


E | A "3x 3 1 RY S 
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. injunCtion, : 


1 — of. aMition, a ng with he water 4 
=. * of allicNon,.? 51 r victori return. = 
| Now, wy brechren, we may y bs alfred, 
all the eredit x they, 1 ——ů 3 
cial capacity, to inſpire the people with 42 
conviction, that the war in which their 
king was engaged was not only a juſt and 
. an honourable — 
cover the heads: ofcbe 2 - 
the day of battle: that he wauld be gra- 
ciouſly pleaſed to pour our the vials of his 
wrath 1 409:thay n 5 


oy e thi aer and br red, 2 


To ſome oth ee e uſhing, 
that among four hundred and one pro- 
2 there ſhould have been found only 

et man; but if, as; Mr. Henry * 
oppo they: had, been the King's chap» . 
lains, your - aſtoniſhment will ceaſe. The 
' netile, it is ſaid, will not grow upon the 
ſea-ſand ſoil ; the nettle, we are ſure, loves 
neither the l fen. nor the heathy 

mountain; but ghoſſ iy fyeophants ar 


bot mana thas e — n n | 


. | r Fri , 


_ 4 
- 
Pi 
* 
„ 


ay 


ar enough, they eee * 
e 2 _ ound. «a ; I '; : 5 Y £7111643. 38 e 


1 as een it lay at «fi te 
ſoern extraordinary, ann prec by of 
Miaaiah had not difſundei Je 
ſhaphat from taking . var 
againſt Syria; but if we compare _ laſt 
verſe: of my text with what immediately 
follows, we: ſhall find that eee bad 
his honour to Ahab before the 
prophets had been canſuleed,* - +. And:he- 
ald unto Jehofhapbat, wilt thou go 
te. with me to battle to Ramoth: Gilead? 
% ind Jehoſhaphat ſaict to the king 0 If. 
% rael, I am as thou art:; my people 
<4 thy people: e Sarah; | 
« And; Jehohaphar' faid to the king of 15 
„ racl, 2 - m_ Pts At nen 


meh —— . 2 TR”? ” * AS 


G24 tony, "that — Nr power to wats TY bauer . 
pology for the condu@t of: on this | 


(6) 


im entering into an alliance with, Ahab: a 5 | 
gainſt Benhadad ? Hs 


* 
— 


za, Whether Jehsſh aphat ou doh or ni 


not to have conſulted with and obtained 
the conſent of at leaſt, his ſubordinate ruk- | 
ers before he waged: war with Syria? 2 | 


The fir enquiry is, „ whether Ramoth'd ad 


or did not originally belong t to Syria ? Here: 
it may be proper to obſerve, that Ramoth 
was ſituated on the north eaſt of Jordan in 


tlie lot of Gad. It was one of the ſix, which 
God by Moſes had appointed to be cities 
of refuge for the manſlayer, and ſeems to 


have been on the frontier between Syria and 
Ifrael. From Juſtin, Strabo, and other au- 
thentic hiſtorians and geogra phers, it ap- 


pears, that antient Syria extended from Eu- 


phrates* on the eaſt to Jordan on the weſt. 
If ſo, then, not Ramoth only, but all that 


ar half, did originally belong to 7 nxt 


1 i 


18 may be faid, that the Alorites con- 


the Amorites, and thetefore, the land be-. 


1 Were i It neceſſary, it might b be ſhewn from ſeveral paſſeges 
in the New Teſtament, that the Syrians had been the originalin- 
habitants not only of Gilead, bat likewiſe of Fe yy of | 


= 


38 far veſt an the Mediterranean,” V 


\ 


tradt of country poſſeſſed by the two tribes 


quered the Syrians,” and the Jews ſubdued 


4 


1549939 
longed to the Jews by the right of conqueſt. 


tutes TN Hence T n of ae 


his, my brethren, bs neither the place 
nor the time to expoſe the iniquity of ma- 
ny of choſe claims that are founded in the 
right of conqueſt. 1 ſhall only '6bſerve, - 
that if this right is founded in reaſon and 
equity, then 552 fineſt provinces in Poland 
belong to Ruſſia, Pruſſia, and Auſtria ; and: 
yet it is believed that theſe Powers have 
acquired dominion In Wag Sol by ew | 


bi „ 


chery and force. . 75 . 
By che gde of TO 190 N a 
South America belongs to Spain. The ha- 
tives of that devoted country were a plain, 
inoffenſive, hoſpitable, and induftrious peo 
ple: but the Spaniards wanted gold, and 
therefore red ſeven millions' ö 5 its 


inhabitants. „ | 


Hark I Ls it may be ſaid, that waving 


altogether the right of conqueſt, the Jews 
were eie to o the land e 7 by il 


£744 


Iy' —— to Van in A mall V3 mars 
with Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob, and which 


was n renewed to Moſes and the 
C 


- % 


Conqueſt creates power, and power copy” 


— 


—— — _ : 
e a 


(28; 35 | 
. congregation of Kracl in the wüder- + 
nen. 2 


All this is 1 What t. then? Was 
the covenant, in which that grant was con- 
veyed, unconditional? No. An uncondition | 
al covenant is a contradiction. Nothing can 
be more clear and expreſs than the condi- 
tions to be performed on the part of the 
Jews. They were to Hearken to the 
« voice of the Lord their God, and to ob- 

« ſerve and do all his ſtatutes and command - 
ments; and particularly they were to ab- 
Eh from the idolatrous practices of the | 
nations whom they had conquered. Theſe, 
were the terms on which they: held. the land of 
Canaan; the terms. on the performance of 
which all their hopes were founded. It is 
however notorious, that notwithſtanding the 
ſtrong fences which God had ſet up againſt 
idolatry, the ten tribes, at the acceſſion A 
Jeroboam, fell into idolatry, and continued 
to worſhip the calves of Dan and Bethel at 
leaſt till the captivity. „„ e | 


* 


From what hath been aid, it Apa, thas, 
Ramoth did originally belong to Syria ; and. 
that the ten tribes, by falling into idolatry, 
incurred the forfeiture not of Ramoth only, 
but of ery inch. of land they . 


2 
4 


1 go on to the e Inquiry, namely; 
Whether Jehoſhaphat did well or ill in enter- 
ing into an eee with A en * 
„ e 5 


? 


| $7 will readily i be Antec that the baſs 
of eyery league is, or ought to be, the feci- 
procal intereſts of the parties concerned. It 
is not difficult to foreſee the advantages which 
Ahab might have derived from this alliance. 
If the federated Princes had been ſucceſsful 
at Ramoth, they would, very probably, have 
carried their victorious arms to the other 
frontier towns; ts Hamath and Arpad, and 
| ſo have made themſelves maſters of the 
whole frontier between Iſrael and Syria. An 
acquiſition of the firſt importance to the king 
of Iſrael. But what advantage could Jeho-- 
ſhaphat hope to reap from the moſt brilliant 
ſucceſſes? What was the object of the war on 
the part of this Prince? I can ſee none; unleſs 
it had been the aggrandizement of a danger- 
ous neighbour and rival, whom the dictates 
of ſound policy ſhould” have taught him to 


humble. From the reſtleſs and. ambitious . 


temper of Ahab, Jehoſhaphat had every rea- 

ſon to believe that he would have embraced 
the firſt favourable opportunity to turn * - 
arms again Benjamin and Judah. 


| Henee 1 think myſelf warranted to infer 


(0 20 0 


chat the war with Syria, as far as Jehoſhaphar : 
was concerned in it, was unjuſt, cruel, and 
impolitic. Unjuſt, becauſe unprovoked on 
the part of Syria: Cruel, becauſe a deluge of 
human blood might have been unneceſſarily 
ſhed: Impolitic, becauſe Jehoſhaphar had 
much to loſe and wee to gain © it. 
4 ere to the” third inquiry, namely, 
Whether Jehoſhaphat ought or ought not to 
have conſulted with and obtained the con- 


ſent of his ſubordinate rulers, before he hau ; 


1 war g by matt CATLIN 
It may be ſaid, chat: Jehioſhapharn was an ab 
: Flute Prince, and therefore needed not to con- 
ſult with any of his ſubjects about the expedi- 
ency of going to war with Syria. I anſwer, 
that a wiſe and humane Prince, altho' clothed 
with abſolute power, will not venture upon 
war without conſulting with and obtaining 
the conſent of- ſubordinate rulers.” Did Jeho- 
- fhaphat-not know, that a war begun and car- 
ried on with the conſent of his people, was, 
ander God, the moſt likely way co give vi- 
gour and ſucceſs to his arms? Did Jehoſha- 
Phat believe himſelf to be the only man in 
his kingdom, and that the creatures he gb- 
verned had been given him in a grant from 
. heaven purely to gratify the cravings of ava- 
; rice, or to execute the projects of ambition s 


ta) 


It were to trifle with common ſenſe 
to allege in vindication of Jehoſhaphat, 
6 That not a man of Judah or Benjamin fell at 
* Ramoth.” Without the ſpirit of prophecy, 
he could not know that this would have deen 
the caſe: On the contrary, from the excel | 
lent diſcipline of the troops on both fides, 
from the courage and experience of the com- 
manders, and eſpecially from the unextin- 
4 puiſhable animoſity that ſubſiſted between the 
| Jews and Syrians, Jehoſhaphat had every 
reaſon to expect that the conteſt would * | 
beep long, and the carnage < dreadful. 


ny In theſe Sede what muſt 155 W 
a feelings of Jehoſhaphat?—Did he look for- 
ward to the probable. conſequences of the 
war An exhauſted treaſury and a depopula- 
ted kingdom. — Did he look forward to the 
bloody field ſtrewed with the dying and the 
dead of his own ſubjects 2. Did he antici- 
pate the tears and ſorrows of thirty thou- 
ſand widows and orphans whom the ſword of 
| Syria might have given to his dominions ? 
| Good God! When ſhall the annals of man 
ceaſe to be the regiſter of cruelties and 
crimes ?—War is an evil of the firſt magni- 
tude ; 3 an evil which a wiſe and humane 
Prince will avoid by every mean not incon- 
ſiſtent with the dignity of his. crown, the 
proſperity of his ſubjects, or the latety of * 


State. 


(. 22.) 


remarks. 


67% That 2 Britiſh Conſtitution, when : 


| . with the Jewiſh from the time of 
1. may juſtly be ity led excellent. op 


| The beſt form of Goveroment i is that by 


which the liberty, the property and life of 
the ſubject, are moſt effectually ſecured. It 


was a law of Moſes, That whoſoever ſhed- 
deth man's blood, by man ſhall his blood 


« be ſhed ;” and yet in direct oppoſition to 


the letter and ſpirit of that law, ſome of the 
kings both of Judah and Iſrael put their own' 


ſubjects to death without the ſhadow of a trial. 


But, by the laws of the Engliſh, Conſlitutian, 
the King cannot deprive even the meaneſt 


21 conclude PN a thort Waltrarion of cu 


ſubject of his liberty, property, and life, with- 


out a legal trial, and a verdict Wren. upon it 
W . 


. my brethren, when we fay that a 
Conſtitution i is excellent we do not mean that 
it may not have many defects, much leſs that 
it is perfect. Excellent is a term of relation, 


and therefore when we ſay that a Conſlitution 


is excellent, we mean no more than that it 
is better than — others. 


— 
4 8 99 * 4 


My ſecond mik is, That the War nesb 
of the people never fails to pave the way for, 


\ 


. 


( pk 109 
defects in government and corruption in the 
adminiſtration. oy | . 


This 3 applies with peculiar ME 
ety to the political condition of the Jews 
during the regal government. You have al- 
ready ſeen that at the cloſe of Samuel's ad- 
miniſtration, this people, like Jeſhurun, had 
waxed fat and kicked, and' lightly eſteemed 
«+ the rock of their ſalvation.” They had 
grown inſenſible of the bleſſings which. they 
enjoyed under the immediate Government of 
God; they had renounced allegiance to him 
as their political head, and had refuſed to be 
any longer governed by thoſe excellent inſti- 
tations given them by Moſes. - b 


. Azcordibgly they raiſed their new King 3 a- 
bove the laws, and from that time the will 
of the king ſeems to have been the law of 
the land. The prieſts did not fail to im- 
prove to their own advantage, the inglorious 
ſurrender made on the part of the people. 
The deſign of their appointment was, at ſta- 
ted times, to inſtruct the people i inthe whole. 
law; I fay in the whole law, becauſe it was. | 
not enough to read thoſe parts of it that te- 
ſpected only the worſhip of God: the people 
were likewiſe to be inſtructed in thay Which 
related to memletves an meniber ofa us. 


1 


That the prieſts during this period of the 
Jewiſh government, had been juſtly charge- 
able with the moſt criminal neglect of the 
duties of their office, and that, in other reſ- 
pects, they had ſunk to a very low pitch of 
degeneracy, are facts which, it is preſumed, 
will not be controverted by any who is but 
ſuperficially acquainted with the Bible. We 
learn that during the reigns, even of ſome 
of the Kings of Judah, the book of the law 
had not been at all read to the people, and 
that in Joſiah's time it was found buried un- 
der rubbiſh 1 in a corner of the erg WITS 
Hence thoſe bitter 3 — thoſe: 
awful Judgments denounced againſt the rulers 
both in church and ſtate, with which the 
prophetical writings abound. My people 
c are deſtroyed for lack of knowledge. Be- 
*« cauſe thou haſt rejected knowledge, Iwill 
<« allo reject thee: that thou ſhalt be no prieſt 
to me; ſeeing that thou haſt forgotten the 
« Jaw of thy God, I will alſo forget thy 
„ children.” . Hol. iv. 6.-—* Who ſhall have 


< pity upon thee, O Jeruſalem? or who ſhall = 


_ * bemoan thee? or who ſhall. go aſide to aſk. 
* how thou doſt? Thou haſt forſaken me 
« faith the Lord; thou art gone backward: 
therefore will I ſtretch out my hand againſt 
i thee and deſtroy thee: I am weary with 
* repenting.” Jer. xvth _ 5 and 6 verſes. | 


rendom, from — the ſixteenth ten 
tury, will furniſh another illuſtration of m 

| ſecond remark. During that dreary night, 
na⁊ night of a chouſand years, the king and the 
prieſt, althongh they often quarrelled about 
other things; yet ſeem to have entered into a 


ſolemn. league and covenant to reduce the peo 
ple to the bondage, and to hold them in the 
fett ers of ſuperſtition and ignorance. Ienter | 


not into the various cincutpſiapces;that led 


to this degradation, ſome of Which were deli- 


ate in the extreme. : an 0? bog * 


e Tbe fact Adee 10 inpdeniable, der ro- 
wards the cloſe of the fixth century; man 


tamelyſurrenderedthe exercife;of reaſonꝭ but 
he was puniſhed forithe ſurrender : For rixa 
witches and hags; ghoſts and goblins 3: 4hen 


Was let looſe upon helplels : man. Den was 
the golden age of the church becauſe refrae- 


tory princes were cowed into obedience by 
ghoſtly mandates ſealed and ratified in hea- 
ven. ' Ther religion flouriſhed; becauſe the 
Pope's exchequer was never empty. Thenyin - 
a word, the. treaſures: of kings and empenoys 


„ to ſave themſelves 


the keys of St. Peter. 
8 D 


caſuiſts, confeſſors, and monks; then, all hell 


: Jamnatior „(Which was the fime 
thing) — the:thindes of him who wore | 


Fr ( *) 
1 there Seat Who hath gel the hiſtory 


E. man during the above period, een heart 
doth not won ge for nr off 
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At he W eee Mar 4 to . 
the exerciſe of reaſon; at leaſt in-matters of 
religion. Obſtac les, ſeemingly inſurmounta- 
ble, were however thrown in his way. 'Gib- 
bets, blocks, racks; red hot bars of iron, fire 
and faggots, piked barrels; and the wheel of 
St. Dominic. Theſe were the inſtruments 
which the Church employed to prevent bo 


Fa 


how and to puniſh IIS: e ee eee 


The jealonh' of defpotifir ofceti in l its 
own purpoſes. Accordingly the thunderbolts 
of the Vatican, although directed by the arm 
of ſecular power, inſtead of extingulſhing or 
even abating the zeal of the Reformers, 
ſerved only to make it blaze forth with re- 
doubled ardour; 3 ſo that, like the Jews in E- 
gypt, the more they were ODD the. 
i {more they ee and me Nein : 
4 Fir Wein 
be Refbrihstibn wins 8 change 
* the better on the civil condition of man. 
Contented with the permiſſion of thinking 
and judging for himſelf in thoſe things which 
relate to a future fate! he left his beſt inte- 


:relts in. this world to the excluſiwe manage. 
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not to aver, t 


as far: as'your circamſtances 


and apportqoiries will alowy is it both er 


duty / and 


4 


*_ ®% 


to ekamine every part of that: edifice which 
bath been reared hrt õm. e 
run n of you ers 4 


4 


leaſt, with ther leading princigtes:of: 8 | 


vernment under which you liver: This is your- 


privilege» as Britons, and your en on 
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11 Ae and. happy government: far from di 
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a New: _ brethren, 1d ebe that 


100 join in expoſing, our gratitude to the Giz 
ver of all good, for thoſe ſacred andicivil pri- 


vileges with Which favoured above o- 


ther nations. Even a ſmall eee of liber- 


ty is a rich portion. — abour to deſer ve 
eure by a ſuitable im of it. Fmmar- 


ly, my brethren, let us ever ee ee that 
the end of all good gqvernment, whether 

leſiaſtical or civil, is, to teach us, that 
«, denying 2, _ eee luta. we 


